E-newsletter, July 2022
A message from the Director of Regional Development
I am pleased to share this month’s
newsletter with you, our first since
the Albanese Government was elected
in May.
We welcome the Honourable
Catherine King MP as Minister for
Infrastructure, Transport, Regional
Development and Local Government
and look forward to working with her
during her term as Minister.
Borumba Pumped Project Update

As a member of the Borumba Pumped Hydro Stakeholder Reference
Group, RDA WBB provides a regional economic reference point to inform
the proposed project.
Powerlink has been selected to manage the project’s detailed design and
cost analysis and is currently undertaking engineering, environmental,
geological, hydrological and commercial studies to determine the
project’s feasibility. An additional $13m in funding was allocated in the
recent Queensland Budget to broaden the project’s study scope and
enable an early investment decision by Government in early 2023.
This project will play a vital role in transforming Queensland’s energy
system and will play an important role in the state’s transition towards
renewable energy.

RDA Wide Bay Burnett is part of
national network of non-profit
organisations funded by the
Australian Government to help grow
and strengthen our regions. We work
with business, the community and all
levels of government to support the
development of Wide Bay Burnett.

NAIDOC week was hosted
during June 3-10 July, and a
number of events were held
across the region to celebrate
and recognise the history,
culture and achievements of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people in Australia.
RDA WBB recognises, respects, celebrates and values
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders as Traditional
Custodians and acknowledges the following groups
as the Traditional Custodians of the Wide Bay
Burnett:
Butchulla
Taribelang Bunda
Gooreng Gooreng
Gurang
Gubbi Gubbi (or Kabbi Kabbi)
Wakka Wakka
Wulli Wulli

For more information about the project visit Powerlink's website here.

RDA WBB Board Meeting Update

Last month, RDA WBB held its Board meeting in Monto, home of the Three Moon Silo, the
most famous piece of all artworks in Queensland's Silo Art Trail.
The work was completed by artists Joel Fergie aka The Zookeeper and Travis Vinson as a
tribute to the local legend of the Three Moon.
As part of the meeting, RDA WBB Chair Bill Trevor and Board Members Tony Nioa and Kerren
Smith met with North Burnett business leaders and listened to a range of emerging issues
and opportunities facing the region.
Regional visits are an opportunity for our Board to hear firsthand the key issues affecting
local communities - including jobs and skills, housing, population, liveability, productivity and
resilience.
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Expanded 2022 National Awards for
Local Government
Are you interested in acknowledging the outstanding
projects and initiatives your local government
stakeholders have implemented across your region in
2022?
Nominations for the 2022 National Awards for Local
Government (NALG) are now open. The Department of
Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and
Communications is seeking your support to promote the
NALG to your local governments and communities.
Entries are invited across 11 categories including 3 new
sections recognising entry level employment initiatives,
waste management and disaster preparedness.
Submissions across all categories will be accepted until
11:59PM AEDT Wednesday 3 August 2022.
Submissions are now open across the 11 award
categories.
Key dates:
Entries open: Thursday 23 June 2022
Entries close: Wednesday 3 August 2022
Voting opens: Thursday 4 August 2022
Voting closes: Wednesday 14 September 2022
Winners announced: during October 2022

Events across the Wide Bay Burnett
There's no shortage of regional events held in July and August:
CHILDERS FESTIVAL
When: 28th July 2022 - 31st July 2022, 8am to 12pm
Where: Childers CBD, Churchill Street Childers
Cost: FREE
TIARO FIELD DAY
When: 23th July 2022, 9am to 3pm
Where: Inman Street, Tiaro
Cost: $10
PADDLE OUT FOR WHALES
When: 31st July 2022, Registrations from 8am, paddle out 9.30-10.00am
Where: Torquay Jetty & Ernie Organ Park, Torquay
Cost: FREE
FOOD & AGRIBUSINESS NETWORK ACTION PLANNING WORKSHOPS
When: 22nd July 2022 - 5th August
Where: Gympie, Noosa, Moreton Bay
Cost: FREE. Please register to attend an event in your locality here.
AMID THE CHAOS!
When: 22 July 2022, 12pm - 2.30pm
Where: Burnett Riverside Hotel H20 Function room, 7 Quay Street Bundaberg
Cost: FREE. Seats are limited to 50, so get in quickly!

Register to submit a nomination on behalf of a
council, Click here.

Queensland Budget 2022-23
The Hon. Cameron Dick MP, Treasurer and Minister for Trade and Investment
recently handed down Queensland's 2022-23 Budget.

RDA Wide Bay Burnett has a suite of online demographic
and economic information tools to help business and
industry make more informed, evidence-based decisions.
Please contact us if you require an economic modelling or
community demographic report for your project.
Click here to find out more
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Below is a quick snapshot of how our region fared in this year's budget:
$925,000 to build a new maker space centre and $2.7m for a new Agriculture
and Horticulture Centre at Bundaberg TAFE.
$100,000 out of a $14m total spend to commence the replacement police
facility at Hervey Bay.
$2.8m to deliver a new hall at Urangan Point State School.
$17m for delivery of a new adult acute mental health inpatient unit at Hervey
Bay Hospital.
$28.6m towards flood immunity upgrades on the Bruce Highway between
Maryborough and Torbanlea.
$18.6m to carry out refurbishment works at the Kilkivan substation.
For more information visit Wide Bay - Queensland Budget 2022-23 for more
information.

www.rdawidebayburnett.org.au
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Red Earth Leadership Forum
Are you passionate about the Burnett Inland? Want to play a part in its future, but
not sure where to start? Are you overdue to challenge your personal leadership
commitment and ready for fresh insights? Would you love to connect with other
people who are just as enthusiastic about building an even better Burnett Inland for
everyone? Or would you like to explore opportunities about how you can be involved
in building a better Burnett Inland?

Click here to register today
When: 28 July, 9:00 am – 7:00 pm
Where: Murgon, 64 Lamb St, Murgon QLD
Cost: Tickets range from $15 to $60.

The Red Earth Cultivate our Future Leadership Forum will be held on Thursday 28th
July at the Murgon Town Hall and will include two sessions with Barry Irvin, Chair
of Bega. Barry is a global leader and his perspective will inspire you personally and
professionally.
T his event will create opportunities to take an active part in creating future
solutions for the future. Funding has been secured and supported by FRRR through
the Australian Government’s Future Drought Fund’s Networks to Build Drought
Resilience program to hold the first region-wide Leadership Forum of its type.
This event is open to everyone - graduates and sponsor organisations of the Red
Earth Community Leadership Program are encouraged to participate, and contribute
to building the resilience and viability of the Burnett Inland.
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More Events Across the Region
Follow the links below to find a community event near you

Do You Have A Good News Story?
If you have a good news story/event that highlights your
region within the Wide Bay Burnett? We would love to hear
from you!
Sharing and showcasing our beautiful and economically
diverse region is extremely important to us here at RDA
Wide Bay Burnett.
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Suite 19, The Avenue
58-60 Torquay Road
Hervey Bay , 4655
Phone: (07) 4124 2526
Email: info@rdawidebayburnett.org.au
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